
    Our Stated Communication 
on Tuesday, 25 November, 
will have a Veteran’s Day 
theme. All veterans of the 
Armed Forces are encouraged 
to wear something that identi-
fies them with the branch of 
service they were in. If your 
uniform still fits, please wear 
it. We have several applica-
tions for affiliation to consider, 
and will recap the happenings 
at Grand Lodge, for those who 
could not be present. We’ll 
also honor a couple of Eagle 
Scouts with certificates from 
Grand Lodge, and I have cer-
tificates of appreciation for 
several of our members. 

   Looking ahead to December: 
In keeping with our bylaws, 
our Stated Communication 
will take place on the SEC-
OND Tuesday of the month, 
which is 9 December. We’ll 
hold elections, I’ll close the 
Lodge of Sorrow, and, as I 
understand it, a Tiled installa-
tion will likely follow. That 
will officially make me a PAST 
MASTER. 

    I look forward to seeing you 
all very soon. 

P.O.T.S.,                          
Anthony J. LaCava,          
Worshipful Master 

    Fraternal greetings, Mt. 

Carmel!  

    Here we are in November. 
It’s an election year and there’s 
all sorts of talk about the can-
didates. We as Freemasons, do 
a very good job of keeping 
partisan political discussions 
out of the lodge. Rightly so, 
because the peace and har-
mony of the lodge would likely 
be disturbed and the topic of 
discussion could become con-
tentious. We are truly blessed 
to live in a Democratic Soci-
ety. We will chose the man we 
want to lead our country into 
the future. So many Americans 
have fought and died to pre-
serve our way of life, and our 
ability to cast a ballot. Freema-
sons have enjoyed that privi-
lege long before the founding 
of the United States of Amer-
ica. I encourage all of you to 
do your civic duty and vote on 
Tuesday (4 Nov).  

    Speaking of elections, Grand 
Lodge Session is just around 
the corner. Several of your 

lodge officers, and I, plan to 
attend. Registration for dele-
gates begins Thursday Evening. 
There are several resolutions 
being considered, and of 
course the election and instal-
lation of the Grand Line of 
Officers. I plan to depart for 
Richmond VERY early on 
Friday and hope to arrive by 
the time Grand Lodge Opens. 
See the Grand Lodge Website 
if you need further details 
about the schedule of events. 

    The following week will be 
the Grand Convocation of 
Royal Arch Masons, and takes 
place in Williamsburg. Since I 
am the newly installed High 
Priest of Warren Chapter No. 
5 (meets at 7:30 pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 
Mt. Carmel), I’ll be attending 
that event as well. 

    I’ve scheduled a lodge ritual 
practice scheduled for Tues-
day, 11 November, at 7:30 
pm. We will practice the Fel-
low Craft Degree. This is to 
prepare us for the Called 
Communication on Tuesday, 
18 November also at 7:30 pm. 
The purpose of the call is to 
examine one of our Entered 
Apprentices, and if he’s found 
proficient, pass him to the 
degree of Fellow Craft. Our 
Senior Steward, will sit in the 
East and also give the inner 
chamber lecture during the 
second section.  
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“And are built upon the founda-

tion of the apostles and proph-

ets, Jesus Christ himself being 

the chief corner stone;” -- 

Ephesians 2:20  

Until the development of steel-

frame construction in the 20th 

Century, most buildings were 

erected by stacking stone on 

stone. Each part of the building 

was marked by ceremonies and 

celebrations. The foundation 

stone was the first stone placed 

underground at the beginning of 

the buildingôs foundation. The 

cornerstone was the first stone 

placed above ground level. It is a 

massive stone, marking the 

northeast corner of the building. 

At the top of the building was 

the cap-stone. Cornerstone cere-

monies have played an important 

role in the history of our nation 

as well as Europe. George Wash-

ington laid the cornerstone of the 

nationôs capitol building, both in 

his role as President of the 

United States and as a member 

of the Masonic fraternity. Ma-

sons laid the cornerstone of the 

Statute of Liberty structure in 

1884 and contributed to its resto-

ration in 1984. Benjamin Frank-

lin, while Grand Master of Penn-

sylvania, established the tradition 

beginning with the cornerstone 

laying of the state house in Phila-

delphia. ˈTherefore thus saith 
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the Lord God, Behold I lay in Zion 

for a foundation a stone, a tried 

stone, a precious corner stone, a 

sure foundationéééớ Isaiah 

28:16 The actual Masonic cere-

mony conducted during a corner-

stone laying is relatively brief. The 

proceedings of the ceremony will 

vary slightly depending upon which 

Masonic Jurisdiction has been in-

vited to conduct the work. It will 

typically proceed as follows: The 

Grand Master (or a designated offi-

cer of the state Grand Lodge) re-

quests that all assembled come to or

-der. Each Grand Lodge officer ex-

plains the jewel, and the duties, of 

their respective offices. Objects 

(memorials of the period in which 

the building was erected) are then 

sealed and deposited into the cavity 

of the cornerstone for posterity. 

These memorials typically include 

information about the building, 

public journals of the day, a copy of 

the history of the church, copy of 

the program for the service, a list of 

the Ma-sonic Officers of the Day, 

and a few coins of currency. The 

ancient working tools of the stone-

masons are then applied to the 

stone: the square, the level, and the 

plumb. With each application of the 

tools, the officers attest to the fact 

that the craftsmen have done their 

work correctly and with skill. The 

cornerstone is then consecrated us-

ing the symbol-ism of corn, wine, 

and oil. These three elements have 

been used in dedications of build-

ings since the time of ancient 

Rome, and represent nourishment 

and plenty (corn), joy (wine), and 

peace, healing, and comfort 

(oil). The Masonic brethren 

then give the Masonic Grand 

Honors sign. The ceremony 

concludes with brief remarks 

by the Grand Master and the 

Pastor, followed by a closing 

prayer. ˈThe stone which the 

builders refused is become the 

head stone of the corner.ớ 

Psalms 118:22 Cornerstones 

have traditionally shown (at 

the bottom of the stone) the 

name of the Grand Lodge, the 

Grand Master, and the Masonic 

emblem. Such a cornerstone 

has been part of the construc-

tion or dedication of many fed-

eral buildings and seats of state 

government since these early 

beginnings. Sometimes, in-

stead of a traditional corner-

stone, a plaque is mounted on a 

building to mark its dedication 

or rededication. Technically, it 

is called a ˈcommemorative 

stone,ớ though it is not a part of 

the actual structure. The Ma-

sonic ceremony is appropriate 

for these stones as well.  

http://

www.thewestsidegazette.com/

news/Article/Article.asp?

NewsID=91877&sID=36&Item

Source=L  

 

 

 

ñWhat is a cornerstone laying ceremony?ò 



 

Lodge Officers 

Worshipful Master: 

Anthony Joseph LaCava (Yvonne)      

(H) 703 -331 -0238 (C) 571 -436 -7948  

e-mail: tonylacava@comcast.net  
 

Senior Warden: 
 

James Richard Ramser (Angelique)  
(H) 540 -347 -4522 (C) 540 -359 -5342  

e-mail: jramser@broava.com  
 

Junior Warden: 

 
Paul William Lockhart (Mari)  

(H) 540 -439 -9538 (C) 540 -272 -7248  

e-mail: mandpconsulting@comcast.net  
 

Treasurer: 
 

Robert Aiken Wheeler (June)  
(H) 540 -349 -9118 (C) 540 -270 -7272  

e-mail: bonju702@aol.com  
 
Secretary: 

 
David Henry Blank, PDDGM (Peggy)  

(H) 540 -349 -3345  

e-mail: dmblank@mindspring.com  
 

Senior Deacon: 
Donald Lawrence Schupp, Jr. (Susan)

540 -341 -4103  
 
Junior Deacon: 
Steven Clay Green (Kelly)  

540 -630 -2921  
 
Chaplain: 
Michael Irving Troup (Stephanie)  

540 -349 -7275  
 
Marshal: 

Goebel Rush Thacker (Anita)  
540 -222 -9740  
 
 

 
 

Senior Steward: 
James Robert Stephens (Nancy)  

540 -219 -2143  
 
Junior Steward: 
Raymond Lloyd Muirhead (Kimberly)

703 -402 -3330  
 
Tiler: 
David Robert Schneider (Dabney)  

540 -341 -0104  
 
LIW & DIW: 
William Edward Ray, Sr., PDDGM 

(Carol)  
703 -754 -4524  
 
LEO: 

Michael Leland Kimmel (Lorie)  
540 -207 -2858  
 
MaHoVa Amb. 

Paul Andrew McBride (Terrie)  
540 -341 -3074  
 
Blood Coord. 

David Robert Schneider (Dabney)  
540 -341 -0104  
 
Membership Coord. 

Paul Fred Barry, Sr., PM (Anita)  
540 -341 -4992  
 
Ladies of the Lodge: 

Charlie Davis Boaz (Linda)  
540 -439 -3321  
 
Catechism Instructors: 

Barry Constant, PM, DIW (Gail)  
540 -349 -8372  
 
Daniel Blair Koch, PM (Nancy)  

540 -347 -5353  
 
Festus Burrell James, PM (Lady)  
540 -347 -4096  

 
James Richard Ramser (Angelique)  
540 -347 -4522  

Masonic 

Birthdays 

 

D.A. Carl                          10/12/1971 

C.L. Carrico                     10/04/1949 

R.M. Fisher                       10/21/1986 

W.B. Jones                       10/09/1985 

E.C. McKeown, Jr.          10/26/1965 

B.W. Raich                       10/29/2001 

D.L. Schupp, Jr.               10/28/1995 

D.N. Silver                       10/09/1997 

J.S. Simpson                     10/01/2001 

J.R. Stephens  (50 yrs) 10/14/1958 

R.T. Wood                       10/24/1978 

Congratulations 
Brethren! 

Please send 

your e-mail address to: 

 Master@mtcarmel133.org 

So we can notify you of 
important Lodge events. 

Please remember to give blood 
and report your contributions to 
our Lodge Blood Coordinator. 

mailto:tonylacava@comcast.net
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mailto:bonju702@aol.com
mailto:dmblank@mindspring.com


P.O. BOX 544 

WARRENTON, VA 

20188-0544 
 

386 STUYVESANT STREET 
WARRENTON, VA 20186 

Phone: 540-347-1148 
E-mail: master@mtcarmel133.org 

http://www.mtcarmel133.org 

MT. CARMEL LODGE NO. 133 
A.F. & A. M. 

NOVEMBER  2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 

 

1  

 

2  
 

3  
 
 
#264 A.F. & A.M. 
 

4 ELECTION DAY 
 
7:30 P.M. Warren 
#5 R.A.M.  

5 

 
 
COW School 
F#25 R.A.M./COU 

6 

 

{ñññGrand 
 
M #81 R.A.M.  

7 
 

ññLodgeññ- 
 
 

8  
 

Sessionñññ} 

9  10  
 
Kena Shriners 
L#55 R.A.M. 
#313 A.F. & A.M. 

11 

 
 

7:30 P.M. #133 
Ritual Practice 

12 
 
 
Kena Klowns 
 

13 
{ ————Grand  
 
 
#271 A.F. & A.M. 

14 

 —--Royal Arch—- 

 
 
Alexandria Scottish Rite 

15 
Convocation ——} 
 

16 
Kena Yacht Club Break-
fast 

17  
 
 
 
 
#264 A.F. & A.M. 

18 

 
 
7:30 P.M. #133 
Called FC Degree 

19 
 
 

7:15 P.M. District 
Class @ 264 

20 
 
 
 
Piedmont #26 KT 
 

21 
 
 

22  
 

23 

 
 
__________________ 

30 

24 

  
 
 
 
 

25 
 
7:30 P.M. #133 
Stated  (Veteranõs 
Day Program) 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 

 28  
 
 
 
 

29 
9:00 A.M. #133 
Lodge Breakfast  
 
 
 


